REMEMBERING JOHN HANSON
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Opportunity Moves West
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Hanson Statue In the
United States Capitol

Hanson Arms Maryland

Organized first two companies of soldiers
outside of New England to reach Gen.
Washington after outbreak of war

Bolsters Maryland War Financing
Maryland General Assembly relies on
Hanson in state's war financing. Gives
much of his own money.

Recruits Throughout the War
Maryland recruits more soldiers per
capita than any other state



Hanson Keeps the Nation Whole
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Persuades Maryland in late June,
1776 to join in the Declaration of
Independence
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BRITISH
NORTH AMERICA

CANADA

Hanson convinces Maryland to not
ratify the Articles of Confederation

until states with western lands cede
them to the nation.

Maryland issues the Declaration of
Maryland, dubbed the Hanson Plan.

His success at Second Continental
Congress allows all 13 states to unite
and form the first government.

Myth: No Hanson Plan




Ratification of the Articles of Confederation

Ratified March 1, 1781 authorizing the original government.
Article IX creates the first government November 5, 1781.
Hanson elected president unopposed that day.




Why Hanson As Presidente

= Kept Maryland in the Declaration of
Independence

= Hanson Plan permitted ratification
of the Articles of Confederation

= Hanson papers, biographies, family
describe him as a modest bridge-
builder with excellent people skills

At 66, an elder among delegates




The Hanson Administration

The York County, Pennsylvania = Starts with a blank slate
Courthouse where the Articles

of Confederation were passed = John Hanson is first Head of State
R | = Hanson appoints first Cabinet

= Government structure established

= Peace negotiations begun

= Foreign recognition established

= Nation's central bank founded

= National postal service founded

Army and Navy nationalized

.....



Official announcement
of Hanson's election
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John Hanson, 1781-1782

m First president of original government, 1781-1788
m Washington affirms reporfing to Hanson

m Hanson's son was Washington's aide de camp

George Washington, 1789-1797

m First president of second government under the
Constitution, 1789-present

m President Hanson's son and son in law were
Washington electors, 1789 & 1793

So Hanson preceded Washington

Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln and other
presidents say Hanson was the first president



From President Hanson



Three Consultative Bodies,
Then Two Governments

» First Contfinental Congress: 21 days in 1774, 2 presidents
» Second Continental Congress: 1775-81, 5 presidents

» Interim Body: 249 days in 1781, 2 or 3 presidents
Government was not yet in existence nor was nationhood

complete without it when these 10 served.

Myth: John Hanson was the 39 president (or 4™ or 8™ or 9t




The Uncounted Eight

-

1

|
-
-
|

> o
.
AR ™ are
b -
o -

4 A Y
4 | c‘*
EMW ’ b S
Elias Boudinot Thomas Mifflin Richard Henry Lee John Hancock
1782-1783 1783-1784 1784-1785 Too ill fo serve

(D

e




First Government
Successes

Launched national government
Thus consummated nationhood
Demonstrated a democratic republic
Put the nation on the world stage



Why Change Governmentse

The John Hanson
Presidential Medal

The original government lacked:

= Taxing authority, ability to fund itself
= Ability fo amend governing Articles

= Strong executive prerogatives
Legal enforcement authority



Discoveries,
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No Peace In Repose

The site of John Hanson's destroyed grave
in the National Harbor development,

Prince George's County, Maryland
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November 22, 1783. Hanson
dies at nephew's Oxon Hill
Manor and is buried there.

1971: Grave rediscovered

1984: Developer buys property

L
ONiSHIANOIS )] A (Y[ ()



Jane Hanson's Lost Grave

Mass grave where Jane Hanson rests in
Mount Olivet Cemetery, Frederick, Maryland
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= February 21, 1812: Dies at home in
Frederick at 84, outliving 12 of her
13 children. Buried in Hanson crypt
in old Episcopal grave yard.

= 1913: Reinterred to Mount Olivet
Cemetery. Buried in unmarked
mass grave with 285 others.

» June 6, 2011: Grave rediscovered



The Earliest First Lady

The John Hesselius portrait
of First Lady Jane Hanson
at about age 30

= Titled or not, all from Jane Hanson through
- today fulfilled the role

= 1857-1861: First use of "First Lady" not
unftil President's Buchanan's niece
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Josiah and Josias

Famed Underground Railroad icon
Josiah Henson is found to be almost
certainly the son of Dr. Josias Hanson
McPherson, cousin of President Hanson.

"As the first negro child ever born to him,
| was his especial pet. He gave me his
own Christian name."







Why John Hanson Has Faded
INn His Nation's Memory

His papers lost
Frederick home lost
Grave destroyed

Family line dies out
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John and Jane Hanson Tributes

* Presidential portrait, Independence Hall, 1782
= Statue, National Statuary Hall, 1903

= John Hanson Society of Maryland, 1932-82

= Hanson bust at Mulberry Grove, 1951

= Swedish obelisk at Mulberry Grove, 1951
= John Hanson Highway, 1962

= John Hanson Memorial Association, 2009




== The John Hanson
| National Memorial

In the courtyard of the Frederick
County Courthouse next to the site
of John Hanson House

Other than National Statuary Hall,
the only place Americans have ever
had to honor their first president

Funded equally by private donations
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Remembering John Hanson

Winner of the 2013 elit Silver Award in Biography
and 2013 USA Best Book Award in Biography

Available wherever books are sold

Print and e-book versions may be
purchased online and print versions
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What You Can Do

= Tell the John Hanson story
= Dispel the myths

= Lef friends, colleagues and family
know of the new Hanson biography

= Donate to the Jane Hanson Memorial
= Visit JohnHansonMemorial.org
Let us know your ideas



THANK YOU




